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point at Haidar Pasha, on the Marmara Sea3 is a single-
tracked road except between Haidar Pasha and Pendik,
and of 4 ft. 8^> in. (standard European and Turkish)
gauge. This is probably the most important railway in
Asia Minor, because it connects Constantinople with
Angora, and it extends southward to Konia, the northern
terminus of the Baghdad Eailway. There is also a branch
from Hamidiya, on the Haidar Pasha-Eski Shehr line to
Ada Bazar, approximately six miles distant. The Turkish
Government has granted it liberal Mlometric guarantees.
Similar to the other railways in Turkey, this company
is a Turkish societe anonyme, until recently at least under
German financial control. There are no reliable figures
to indicate future earnings, since so much of the recent
traffic has been purely military. The region tapped, how-
ever, is one of great fertility and should prove prosperous
under even fair working conditions.
The Baghdad Railway, which must not be confused
with the Anatolian Eailway although developed under
interlocking German interests, is wholly within the con-
fines of prewar Turkey. The project called for a through
rail connection between Berlin and the Persian Gulf.
During the World War, the Anglo-Indian forces con-
structed an excellent line from Basra on the Shatt al
Arab to Baghdad; this section is under the British Civil
Administration in Iraq. According to last reports, there
is a line operating from Baghdad to Tikrit (133 miles),
now extended to Qalat Sharqat. To the northwest, in
Turkey, the Baghdad line from Konia goes through the
Taurus Mountains and the Cilician plain to Msibin.
These two ends, which are considerably less than two hun-
dred miles apart, doubtless would be quickly connected
provided strategical considerations made this desirable.
Freight originating east of Nisibin would then be di-
verted to the Persian Gulf, while that between Nisibin
and Konia would find its outlet mainly by sea, and partly

